
 
Norwegian Space Agency and Isar Aerospace sign contract for satellite launch from Andøya 
Spaceport  

 Isar Aerospace to launch Norwegian Space Agency’s Arctic Ocean Surveillance (AOS) program 
satellites until 2028 

 Isar Aerospace currently preparing for first test flight from Andøya Spaceport 
 Norway enhances space capabilities with Andøya Spaceport as an operational launch site 

Oslo/ Munich 12 March 2025 – The Norwegian Space Agency has signed a contract with the European satellite 
launch service company Isar Aerospace to launch its Arctic Ocean Surveillance (AOS) program satellites. Isar 
Aerospace’s launch vehicle ‘Spectrum’ will transport two satellites to sun synchronous orbit (SSO) from the 
company’s dedicated launch complex at Andøya Spaceport launch site in Norway. 

The launch is scheduled until 2028 and will take place from Andøya Spaceport, Europe's first operational spaceport 
on the mainland. The agreement between the Norwegian Space Agency and Isar Aerospace involves launching 
two Norwegian satellites as part of the AOS program, a national maritime surveillance system.  

“The launch of the AOS satellites from Andøya Spaceport will be a true milestone for Norwegian space activities. 
We look forward to a robust partnership with Isar Aerospace and seeing ‘Spectrum’ in action,” says Christian 
Hauglie-Hanssen, Director General of the Norwegian Space Agency. 

“We are committed to enable independent access to space from Andøya Spaceport, strengthening national and 
European security and resilience by providing cost-effective and reliable orbital launch services”, says Daniel 
Metzler, CEO and co-founder of Isar Aerospace.  

Isar Aerospace is currently preparing for its first test flight from Norway. Having successfully completed static firings 
of both stages of its launch vehicle ‘Spectrum’, the first test flight will take place from Andøya Spaceport in Norway 
as soon as possible following Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) approval and licensing. The first flight of 
Isar Aerospace’s ‘Spectrum’ will be the first integrated test of tens of thousands of components and aims to generate 
data and experience that the company can apply to future missions. 

Commenting on the company's upcoming first test flight, Daniel Metzler says: “Our team is in the starting blocks, 
and we are almost ready for the test flight.”  

Andøya Spaceport, Norway's first orbital launch site, was established to facilitate commercial satellite launches. 
The spaceport construction started in 2021, and it was officially opened in 2023. 

“Currently, there is a significant shortage of launch capabilities and launch sites”, Christian Hauglie-Hanssen says. 
“Andøya Spaceport and Isar Aerospace will provide critical launch capacity for the satellite market.” 

Ingun Berget, President at Andøya Spaceport states that: “Andøya Spaceport is proud to be the launch site chosen 
for the AOS satellites. This emphasizes the strategic importance of Norway getting an operational spaceport, in 
particular for Norwegian governmental launches. In partnership with our first customer Isar Aerospace, we are ready 
to show the excellence of Andøya Spaceport as a service provider for enabling safe and efficient launch from 
European soil.”   

The two satellites set for launch with Isar Aerospace’s launch vehicle ‘Spectrum’ are AOS-Demo, developed by 
EIDEL to test innovative maritime monitoring technology, and AOS-Precursor, the first operational satellite of the 
system, developed by Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace. 

“For the first time, Norwegian industry is delivering satellites designed and built in Norway under a government 
contract from a Norwegian launch site. Our partnership with the European launch service provider Isar Aerospace 
strengthens both the nation’s expertise and capabilities while positioning Andøya Spaceport as a strategic launch 
site for Europe,” Christian Hauglie-Hanssen concludes. 
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About the Norwegian Space Agency 

The Norwegian Space Agency (NOSA) is operating on behalf of the Ministry of Trade and Fisheries. NOSA’s 
responsibility is to follow up the Norwegian space policy, contribute to space activities that address societal change, 
facilitate growth and development of the Norwegian space sector. NOSA is managing Norway’s participation in 
European and international space initiatives, including the European Space Agency (ESA) and the EU programs, 
while facilitating bilateral agreements with key partners. The Agency is located in Oslo and has a staff of 50 
employees. More information; https://www.romsenter.no/en 
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About Isar Aerospace 

The European space company Isar Aerospace develops, builds and operates launch vehicles for transporting small 
and medium-sized satellites as well as satellite constellations into Earth’s orbit, with the mission of opening space 
for future generations. Headquartered near Munich, Germany, Isar Aerospace was founded in 2018 and has grown 
to over 400 employees from more than 50 nations, working across 5 international locations. More than EUR 400m 
in total funding from international investors provides strong backing for the company’s pioneering approach to scale 
and industrialize launch vehicle production through vertical integration. Isar Aerospace’s two-stage orbital launch 
vehicle “Spectrum” is specifically designed for satellite constellation deployment, enabling access to one of the most 
critical technological platforms: space. More information: www.isaraerospace.com   
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About Andøya Spaceport  

Andøya Spaceport is strategically located on Andøya in Northern Norway, at 69° north and 16° east, a prime location 
for horizontal, sea-based, mobile or vertical launches. This northern vantage point, free from significant air and 
maritime traffic, provides optimal conditions for safe and efficient operations over the vast oceans of the north. With 
high-end infrastructure, Andøya Spaceport facilitates design and innovation for future launch operations with up to 
1,500 kg payload capability. Once completed, our Full Operational Capacity will support up to 30 missions per year 
to orbital inclinations from 90° to 110.6° for commercial, military, government and institutional satellite customers. 
For more information visit: https://andoyaspace.no/spaceport/ 
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